The Committee first inquired into the method adopted in the admission of patients, with a view of learning whether persons ineligible for the charity were allowed to enjoy its benefits. Last year, there were in the Infirmary on January 1st, 236 The removal of the children from the Infirmary would lighten the pressure on that institution, and would inflict no hardship on the children, as there will be adequate accommodation for them in the hospitals specially erected for them. ADMISSION 
REGISTERS.
The Committee recommend that greater care should be taken in the filling up of the books of admission, and that the medical officer admitting the patient should attach his name or initials to the entry in all accident and emergency cases.
They further recommend that columns be provided in the admission book for the name of the employer. And that, on application to the House Governor, officials of trade and friendly societies be permitted to examine the admission books.
# Special Prizes of Ten Guineas and Five Guineas, will be given for the two best criticisms of the points dealt with by this report, accompanied by Tables This, to a very great extent, accounts for the excessive expenditure on meat at the Newcastle Infirmary.
We also desire to draw the attention of the medical staff to the amount of beef used in the preparation of beef tea, which is 1 lb. to the pint. We are of opinion that 10 oz. to the pi nt will make excellent beef tea for all ordinary purposes, if it be cooked at a lower temperature, and for a longer time. The committee would also ask the Medical Board to consider whether, in some cases, skimmed milk could not be substituted for beef tea as a more economical means of supplying the required nutriment.
We also think that better special beef tea than that now employed for enemata could be obtained from lib of meat to the pint, if the temperature at which it is cooked be not allowed to exceed 150 deg. Fahrenheit I have not had time to make any further experiments, but I think it probable that even this amount of albumen might be exceeded; but, certainly, by employing a more scientific method, a tea might be made having a nutritive value four to six times greater than the sample sent for analysis.
As the whole of the albumen is precipitated by boiling in making the tea, the beef tea should not be used for enemata. When the beef tea is intended for this purpose, it should not be heated above 100 deg. Fahrenheit where every student is required to pay a fee for hospital practice, apart from clinical instruction, for which he receives a ticket from the treasurer. The cost of a perpetual ticket is twelve guineas, the total amount accruing to the funds of that institution from students for tickets of admission in 1885 being <?4,083 19s. The proposed charge for the privilege of using the Infirmary would, at a severe financial crisis like the present, secure the welcome addition of something like <?500 per annum to the funds of the Infirmary; and the separation of the fees for clinical instruction from the fees for hospital attendance, with the hearty approval of the Medical Board, would go far to awaken the popular enthusiasm, on which we rely, to start the noble old institution on a new career of prospei'ity and us'efulness.
THE INDOOR STAFF ARRANGEMENTS.
Your committee also submit whether it would not contribute to the quiet and decorum of the institution, as well as to its efficiency as a training school for medical students and nurses, to assimilate its arrangements to those of the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, and to provide board and lodgings only for the house physicians and surgeons, whose numbers should be regulated by the number of occupied beds, and whose tenure of office should be defined. that, while it has done considerable service to medical education, it has not been set up by specialists for their private advantage ; and that its future will largely depend upon the support given by the working classes. It is on these broad grounds that your committee feel assured that an appeal to the sympathy and help of the working people will not be made in vain, and the full and adequate representation of the industrial establishments of Northumberland in the Court of Contributors and Governors will not be the least important guarantee _ that in the future the highest economy compatible with efficient administration will be attained.
The committee are strongly of opinion that one of the most important needs of the present time is the introduction of a more clearly defined division of labour between the medical charities of the town, so that each may have its special function, and thus there may be less overlapping and wa,ste of money and energy ; and they venture to commend this question to the consideration of the Committee of the Hospital Sunday Fund, who, being in communication with all the medical charities, have perhaps the best opportunities of getting this much-needed reform carried into effect.
